“My Visiting Research Fellowship at Masaryk University’s
Centre for Modern Art & Theory was an extraordinary

experience.

The Centre’s team welcomed me wholeheartedly, providing a
dedicated workspace and full access to world-class
libraries, archives, and resources. | presented my research,
engaged with local photo historians, and delivered lectures on

modern Latin American photography.

The vibrant academic and social environment made it feel like
months rather than weeks. This stay was not just productive -
it was truly inspiring, connecting me with brilliant
colleagues and invaluable resources in a city steeped in

culture.”

You can read Julieta’s full report below 1



“My experience as a Visiting Research Fellow at the Centre for Modern Art
& Theory at Masaryk University was extremely positive and enriching. The
Centre’s team was very welcoming and integrated me seamlessly into all their
activities during the three weeks | was there. | had my own desk to work at and
full access to the university’s resources.

During this time, | presented the progress of my research at the Work In
Progress meeting and attended a session of the Reading Group. | made
extensive use of the libraries at Masaryk University, particularly those of the
Faculty of Arts and the Faculty of Informatics, as well as the Moravian Library.
Additionally, | consulted the photographic archives of the Moravian Gallery and
the Moravian Museum in Brno. | also connected with local photo historians,
which allowed me to exchange valuable information relevant to my research.
Furthermore, | gave a lecture on modern Latin American photography as part of
the course Other Modernisms, and as part of the SMArt Talks series, | presented
my lecture titled Exploring Latin American Photoclub Networks and Their Global
Exchanges (1930-1960).

Carrying out so many activities within only three weeks in a completely new
environment was challenging, but | believe this is what made the experience so
rewarding. While more time might have been ideal — perhaps five weeks instead
of three — my stay was limited due to work and personal commitments.

Everyone | met at the Centre for Modern Art & Theory, as well as across the
Faculty of Arts and other faculties at Masaryk University, was extremely friendly
and quickly made me feel part of their daily rhythm. It truly felt as if | had been
there for months. The welcoming social environment was remarkable, and |

concluded my fellowship with many new friends and colleagues.”

Julieta Pestarino



