“From April to May 2025, | undertook a research stay at
Centre for Modern Art & Theory, where | worked on articles
exploring transnational geographies in interwar art
historiography and the art historical writings of Catalan

architect Josep Puig i Cadafalch.

The Centre’s stimulating environment, combined with
insightful discussions with colleagues, allowed me to
develop new ideas by comparing art historical dynamics in

Catalonia and Central Europe.

| shared my research through a SMArt Talk and Work In
Progress session, and the vibrant academic atmosphere at
Masaryk University has inspired future collaborations,

including a planned return as guest lecturer in 2026.”

You can read Lucila’s full report below |



“Between the 14th of April and the 17th of May 2025, | carried out a
research stay at the Centre for Modern Art & Theory at Masaryk University. The
visit was supported by a research allowance from the Ramon y Cajal programme,
funded by the Spanish Ministry of Science. While in Brno, | worked on two
articles — one on the role of transnational geographies in art historiographies
during the interwar period, and another on the art historical writings of the
Catalan architect Josep Puig i Cadafalch, focusing on concepts and ideas
derived from the natural sciences. | had the opportunity to share and discuss this
work in a SMArt Talk public lectureand in a Work In Progress session.

The team at the Centre for Modern Art & Theory offered not only an
exceptionally friendly and supportive atmosphere but also provided stimulating
opportunities to discuss my work in new ways. My research often focuses on art
historical practices in Catalonia and Spain in the early 20th century, and it was
very enriching to compare certain dynamics — such as centre-periphery relations
and modernization processes — to what was happening in Czechia and, more
broadly, Central Europe at the time. The physical and, to some extent,
methodological distance from my usual research topic truly allowed me to
develop new ideas outside the box. In this regard, conversations with Marta
Filipova about her work on Czech art as an agent of modernisation in the Central
European context, and with Matthew Rampley about his contributions to art
history writing in the 19th and 20th centuries, were particularly insightful.

Beyond the Centre for Modern Art & Theory, the research atmosphere at
Masaryk University is vibrant. | had the opportunity to discuss my work and plan
future projects with colleagues in other research institutes, both within and
outside the Art History department. In fact, | am planning to return to Brno during
autumn 2026 as a guest lecturer in the Catalan Language and Literature degree
programme. Additionally, the Centre’s programme of online events allows past

and present researchers to stay connected and learn from the cutting-edge



research carried out in Brno. | am very grateful to Marta and the rest of the team

for the invitation and look forward to future collaborations.”

Lucila Mallart



